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Acts 2:1-2 - On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting together in one place. 2 Suddenly, 
re was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where they 
were sitting. 

Acts 5:42 – “Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped 
teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah.”

Acts 2:46 – “Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in
their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,”

Acts 8:3 – “But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off both 
men and women and put them in prison.”

Romans 16:3-5 – “ Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my co-workers in Christ Jesus. They risked their lives 
for me. Not only I but all the churches of the Gentiles are grateful to them. Greet also the church that 
meets at their house.“

1 Cor 16:19 – “The churches in the province of Asia send you greetings. Aquila and Priscilla greet you 
warmly in the Lord, and so does the church that meets at their house.”

Col 4:15 – “Give my greetings to the brothers and sisters at Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church 
in her house.”

Philemon 1-2 – “To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker— 2 also to Apphia our sister and 
Archippus our fellow soldier—and to the church that meets in your home:“

  Notice a common theme in the early church meeting places? (HOUSE OR HOME)



5 Reasons Why 2026 Will Be A Pivotal Year For Many Churches

Greater receptivity to the gospel by Gen Z.  

Those young adults and teenagers born between 1997 and 2012 comprise the group commonly known as Gen Z.
Our research at Church Answers as well as work done by Ryan Burge and others, at least implies that Gen Z is   
more receptive to the gospel. I cannot overstate how great this opportunity is. The words of Jesus in Matthew 
9:37-38 are still powerfully relevant today: “When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they 
were confused and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. He said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is great, but 
the workers are few. So pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more workers into his 
fields’” (NLT).

Approximately 15,000 churches in America will no longer be able to pay a full-time pastor.   

Of the 375,000 congregations in the U. S., we estimate that four percent of them will no longer have the funds 
compensate a full-time pastor. This shift is enormous, and it might be more significant. Since over one-half of 
churches today do not have the budget to pay full-time pastors, we can easily see the part-time pastor model 
becoming the dominant model.

The term “bi-vocational pastor” begins to disappear.  

That term needs to go away because it is no longer relevant. “Bi” means “two,”  and many part-time pastors 
have more than two jobs. The more accurate term is “co-vocational,” which is a broad term with many possible 
meanings. For example, I am friends with a person who serves as a pastor of two congregations while holding 
down a full-time job in the business world. He is actually closer to a modern-day manifestation of the circuit rider 
pastor who rode on horseback to serve different churches. Churches should prepare for this transition to the 
part-time pastor model. It is already the model in a majority of churches. It will soon become the dominant 
model. 

The median time a church will have between pastors will be longer than 18 months. 

Indeed, a growing number of churches will do without a pastor for two years or more. The role of the interim 
pastor will be even more critical in 2025. And frankly, denominations and networks must be prepared to resource 
co-vocational churches, circuit-rider churches, and interim churches to be relevant to the congregations they 
serve. The day of churches with a full-time pastor serving in traditional-model churches is going away soon.

About 15,000 churches will close. 

Many of these churches held on tenaciously, but the number of congregations facing imminent closure has 
grown. For the first time in modern church history, 15,000 of the churches will cease to exist in a period of one 
year. Notice that we are projecting that 15,000 churches will close and that 15,000 will move from full-time 
pastors to part-time pastors. Those 30,000 churches represent about one out of twelve existing churches. The 
change is dramatic.
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