
 

 

 
 

“Discovering Jesus: The Gospel of Luke” 
Luke 5:1-32 

1 One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the people were crowding 
around him and listening to the word of God. 2 He saw at the water’s edge two boats, 
left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, 
the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat 
down and taught the people from the boat. When he had finished speaking, he said to 
Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.” Simon answered, 
“Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything. But because you say 
so, I will let down the nets.” When they had done so, they caught such a large number 
of fish that their nets began to break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat 
to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to 
sink. When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, 
Lord; I am a sinful man!” 9 For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch 
of fish they had taken, 10 and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s 
partners. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for 
people.” 11 So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him. 12 
While Jesus was in one of the towns, a man came along who was covered with leprosy. 
When he saw Jesus, he fell with his face to the ground and begged him, “Lord, if you 
are willing, you can make me clean.” 13 Jesus reached out his hand and touched the 
man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” And immediately the leprosy left him… 18 Some 
men came carrying a paralyzed man on a mat and tried to take him into the house to lay 
him before Jesus. 19 When they could not find a way to do this because of the crowd, 
they went up on the roof and lowered him on his mat through the tiles into the middle of 
the crowd, right in front of Jesus. 20 When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your 
sins are forgiven.” 21 The Pharisees and the teachers of the law began thinking to 
themselves, “Who is this fellow who speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive sins but God 
alone?” … 27 After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi 
sitting at his tax booth. “Follow me,” Jesus said to him, 28 and Levi got up, left everything 
and followed him. 29 Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large 
crowd of tax collectors and others were eating with them. 30 But the Pharisees and the 
teachers of the law who belonged to their sect complained to his disciples, “Why do you 
eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?” Jesus answered them, “It is not the 
healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 32 I have not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance.” 

 



 

 

 
Lessons from God’s Word 

 
1. Jesus calls people to humbly repent.   

 
"If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble 
themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked 
ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will 
heal their land." - 2 Chronicles 7:14 
 

2. Jesus calls people to willingly follow.  
 
“Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” - Matthew 11:29 
 
Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him 
deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.” - Matthew 16:24 
 

3. Jesus calls people to embrace the work of God.  
 
“Have faith in God,” Jesus answered. “Truly I tell you, if anyone says 
to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and does not doubt 
in their heart but believes that what they say will happen, it will be 
done for them. Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, 
believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.” - Mark 11:22-
24 
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